
This writing file contains a range of 
pieces of writing that demonstrate 
the child is working overall at a 
secure Level 2 of the National 
Curriculum: 
 
Level 2b 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Information report: Old and new toys 

During a four-week unit of work on information texts, the class looked at a range 

of information books and talked about their features and layout. Before writing an 

information report, Nikita made notes on her own choice of subject matter: Old 

and new toys. Children were provided with preformatted paper as an aid to 

organisation and layout, although in Nikita's case this seemed to be more of a 

hindrance.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment commentary 

¶ On the first page of the report, Nikita tries to squeeze in 

straightforward information about what the toys are like with comments 

about what 'you' have to do to play with them, plus a mini-quiz. 

Different sentence types (statements, instructions, questions) are used 

for these purposes, but the time references are not consistent: 

'Victorian children play with a dolls house. Open it up and move the 

dolls around'. 

¶ Clause structure is grammatically correct, as is sentence demarcation 

apart from the lack of question marks in the 'did you know?' section.  

¶ Nikita has some problems in using this writing frame to present her 

ideas clearly. She uses only one illustration, mixes up information 

about the different toys and overrides the format completely in the 'did 

you know' facts for the Nintendo DS. 

¶ Content is repetitive and word choices do not help to contrast 'old' and 

'new' toys. 

¶ Nikita appears to have an idea of how to write a report, but struggles to 

accommodate the layout given.  

¶ Vocabulary is straightforward and key words are repeated.  

¶ Phonetically plausible spelling, but some inconsistencies in spelling in 

both content and grammatical function words, for example 'plastic', 

'children', 'with' and problems with double letters, for example 

'different', 'buttons'.  

¶ Nikita's handwriting shows an initial attempt to use entry and exit 

strokes, but not sustained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Narrative writing: Rainbow Fish and His 
Sister 

At the beginning of the summer term, children wrote a story based on reading 

traditional tales. As a prompt, they were given a picture of a fish. Before writing 

independently, whole-class discussion and pair work explored some ideas for 

characters, a problem and how to resolve it.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment commentary 

¶ Some variety in sentence openings through the use of time-related 

words and 'so', although most sentences are structured in the same 

way. Simple sentences connected with 'and', consistent use of past 

tense.  

¶ Clause structure grammatically accurate except in the penultimate 

sentence where Nikita loses track of dependent clauses introduced by 

'so' and 'that'. Sentences correctly punctuated and one appropriate 

use of comma.  

¶ Story is sequenced chronologically. The opening and closing 

sentences provide an engaging frame for the events.  

¶ Written as a continuous piece without sections of any kind, but ideas 

and events are linked.  

¶ Subject matter is relevant to the given picture, although there is no 

mention of the sister in the title.  

¶ Word choices describe actions and simple feelings, conveying an 

individual viewpoint.  

¶ The basic ingredients of a story are present and used appropriately, 

together with attempts at a storytelling style.  

¶ Some vocabulary choices suggest deliberate striving for effect beyond 

the everyday.  

¶ Correct spelling of simple high-frequency words, for example 'and', 

'the', 'upon', 'went', 'there' (grammatical function words), and 

phonetically plausible attempts at digraphs in some common words 

with single morphemes ('found', 'front', 'head', 'crash'), as well as in 

some past-tense inflected endings ('excited', 'banged').  

¶ Letters are correctly formed and orientated but there is an 

inconsistency in size and no use of entry and exit strokes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recount: School trip to London Zoo 

This work was done towards the end of a two-week unit of work on recount 

writing. Following the school trip to the zoo, the whole class sequenced 

photographs of the day as a starting point for improvised drama. In their 

improvisations, children aimed to highlight what had been most interesting for 

them. Afterwards, they used sketches to plan individual recounts. Nikita's plan 

already includes an exclamatory comment, 'erer', showing her reaction to the bug 

section.  

 

 


