This writing file contains a range of
pieces of writing that demonstrate
the child is working overall at a
secure Level 4 of the National
Curriculum:

Level 4b



Traditional story opening

Children used their knowledge of a traditional story to write the opening of an
updated version. They talked about ways of introducing their new hero/heroine and
devel oped

how the character
was based upon the tale of Rapunzel.
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Opening sets
scene and
establishes
main characters
and some
description.
Style has |
informal
elements, but
generally
appropriate to
genre

(AF2 L4 b2 and

b3)

Paragraphs/
sections help to
organise content
(AF4 L4 b1)

Secure confrol
of tenses in
narrative and
dialogue

(AF5 L4 b3)

Expansion in
noun phrases
and adverbials
develop
characters
(AF1 L4 b2)

Use of
subordinating
connectives in
namative
(AF5 L4 b2)

Vocabulary
choices
emphasise
characters’
emotions, cause
and effect not
wholly clear
(AF7 L4 b1)
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Fitting opening
establishing
main fairy tale
character,

her actions to a
plausible if
abrupt ending
(AF3 L4 b2)

narrative follows

Some
subordinating
connectives in
narrative, as
well as and,
and then
(AFS L3 b2)
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Speech marks
generally
accurate, some
omissions (e.d.
question marks)
within utterances
(AF6 L4 b2)
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Role of prince
appears to be
unclear at end. No
cbvious lead into
rest of story

(AF3 L3 b3)
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Assessment summary

In this story opening, several features of traditional storytelling are identifiable from

the opening 6Once upon a timeédé and the rapid
characters (6a poor mi hBman®©ncéthe moitnhoad, t b
events has a sequence, but the motivations for
explained, despite some ambitious description and engaging use of dialogue.

Paragraphs segment the narrative into main blocks, but connections between them

are largely implicit, and it is not clear to the reader how the rest of the story might

devel op. Sentences are constructed around repe
princeb6é, o6the girld) and vary inerallyesedgac h and st
clarify meaning. The use of simple subordinating connectives to narrate and explain

tends to fade as the piece progresses, giving

an appropriate range of vocabulary exceeds the level 4 criteria. Overall, there is
evidence that this piece meets many of the level 4 criteria.

Writing from charact erFas rwisewpoi
Fair

The class had been reading F a i r 0y LeeraGarfield. In this writing example
children were asked to rewrite fromJackson 6 s poi nt of view the episo
Jackson meets his future benefactor. Children were reminded to write in the first
person, with an emphasis on conveying the emotions Jackson feels during the
meeting.
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