
This writing file contains a range of 
pieces of writing that demonstrate 
the child is working overall at a 
secure Level 4 of the National 
Curriculum: 
 
Level 4b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Traditional story opening  
 
Children used their knowledge of a traditional story to write the opening of an 
updated version. They talked about ways of introducing their new hero/heroine and 
how the character could be developed through speech and actions. Mikkiôs writing 
was based upon the tale of Rapunzel. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment summary  
 

In this story opening, several features of traditional storytelling are identifiable from 
the opening óOnce upon a timeéô and the rapid appearance of conventional 
characters (óa poor milkmanô, óthe princeô, óthe witchô). Once in motion, the chain of 
events has a sequence, but the motivations for charactersô actions are not fully 
explained, despite some ambitious description and engaging use of dialogue. 
Paragraphs segment the narrative into main blocks, but connections between them 
are largely implicit, and it is not clear to the reader how the rest of the story might 
develop. Sentences are constructed around repeated subjects (óthe witchô, óthe 
princeô, óthe girlô) and vary in length and structure, with punctuation generally used to 
clarify meaning. The use of simple subordinating connectives to narrate and explain 
tends to fade as the piece progresses, giving way to óandô or óand thenô. Spelling of 
an appropriate range of vocabulary exceeds the level 4 criteria. Overall, there is 
evidence that this piece meets many of the level 4 criteria. 
 

Writing from characterôs viewpoint based on Fairôs 
Fair  
 

The class had been reading Fairôs Fair by Leon Garfield. In this writing example 
children were asked to rewrite from Jacksonôs point of view the episode where 
Jackson meets his future benefactor. Children were reminded to write in the first 
person, with an emphasis on conveying the emotions Jackson feels during the 
meeting. 

 


