
This writing file contains a range of 
pieces of writing that demonstrate 
the child is working overall at a low 
Level 4 of the National Curriculum: 
 
Level 4c 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A letter to an evacuee 

This was an independent piece of writing where children were given the choice of 

writing either from the viewpoint of an evacuee or that of a child who had 

remained at home. The class had previously studied forms of letter writing but 

this letter was not modelled by the teacher before writing. A writing frame was not 

provided.  
 

 
 

Assessment summary 
 
Kylie chose to write a letter from the viewpoint of a child remaining at home. It is a 
brief letter which starts off well and includes appropriate content. At the beginning of 
the letter, she maintains purpose and style, but towards the end, ideas are not 
developed beyond a series of questions. 
 
Ideas are grouped into two main sections ï the situation at home, followed by 
questions to Imogen and simple letter opening and closing conventions are signalled. 
Simple links are made using pronouns. 



Subordination is evident in the first two sentences  but all other sentences are simple 
or compound. Punctuation is a strength as sentences are correctly demarcated with 
capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks. The comma is used 
to mark clauses and possessive and omissive apostrophes are used correctly (AF6 
L4 b3). 
 
Spelling of common grammatical function words and most content words is accurate. 
 
Overall evidence suggests high level 3 even though there is some indication of level 
4 criteria. 
 

A front page news report 
 
The class looked at features of newspapers and news reporting. They had a visit 
from a journalist who drew attention to the features of news reports. The children 
were asked to report on an event from World War II, designing their own front page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment summary 
 
Kylie shows an understanding of the appropriate form and layout of a front page with 
the use of headlines, columns and illustrations and uses a variety of font styles for 
impact. The purpose of reporting Hitlerôs death and his possible successor is 
generally clear to the reader, with an appropriate style being maintained, apart from 
the final column. Different viewpoints, including her own, have been used to make 
this report more effective and content is relevant to the headline. Adverbials 
(ósurprisinglyô, óout of just miseryô, óscarcelyô, óunfortunatelyô) and expanded noun 
phrases (ótheir much missed friend Hitlerô) add to the detail. Together with the 
effective selection of verbs (óshockedô, óswarmedô, ósharedô) and phrases (ótoo worried 
to speakô, óa plan of actionô, ófor it meantô), these are indications of deliberate word 
and phrase choices. 
 
Although openings and closings are signalled, the introduction focuses on a 
successor to Hitler whereas the main content reports Hitlerôs death and peopleôs 
reactions. The final column, including the inappropriate question, does not reflect the 
quality of the main body of writing. However, ideas are reported in logical order and 
there is some evidence of paragraphing to organise the report. 
 
Sentence beginnings and lengths vary, with some use of additional phrases and 
clauses. Although most connectives are simple occasionally subordinating 
connectives have been used. Punctuation is a strength of this work and 
Kylie correctly punctuates sentences, also using commas, exclamation marks, 
question marks and brackets. 
 
Spelling is generally accurate. 
 
Overall the evidence suggests low level 4. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Describing settings: Dungeon 
 
After looking at a variety of settings in shared reading, children were asked to 
describe the setting of either a castle or a dungeon to include a range of adjectives. 
 

 

Assessment summary 
The descriptive purpose is maintained throughout the paragraph and Kylie attempts 
to use an appropriate style. Adverbial and expanded noun phrases enhance the 
description (e.g. óquietly ran across the dirtyéô, óblazing fire torchesô), but 
occasionally these are too elaborate to be convincing (e.g. óNoisily the rotting 
skeletons slowly creakedéô). 
 
The vocabulary is chosen to create a picture of the dungeon in the readerôs mind, 
although apart from some brief reference to sounds (e.g. ócreakedô), opportunities to 
develop senses beyond what the narrator sees have been missed. 
 
Overall, the ideas are listed without internal links. 
 
Some variety in sentence structures, including the use of complex sentences and 
connectives such as ówhichô and ówhereô, indicates. Sentence demarcation is 
accurate and with commas possibly overused. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How to make a Christmas bauble 
 
Children were set the task of writing instructions on how to make something that 
could be sold at the schoolôs Christmas fair. Previously the children had studied this 
text type, but on this occasion the text type was not modelled and children could 
choose what they were going to make. 
 

Assessment summary 
 
The writing fulfils the main purpose of instructing the reader about decorating and 
hanging a Christmas bauble. The form and style used are appropriate in this short 
piece of writing. However, the second instruction ócarefully glue patternsô is unclear 
and the list of ówhat you will needô omits mention of the string. The vocabulary is 
generally appropriate, with use of precise verbs (ófetchô, órollô, óglueô, ógetô) and some 
adjectives and adverbs that clarify meaning (óglueyô, ócarefullyô, ósensiblyô). 
 
 



The two subheadings support the layout and Kylie attempts to sequence the 
instructions logically. After the teacher reminded children to check their work, Kylie 
reversed the order of 5 and 6 with arrows. 
 
As appropriate for this task, clarity in the use of predictable sentence types is 
maintained with minimal variation. Imperative and modal verbs are consistently used. 
Demarcation of sentences is accurate, adopting the conventions of lower case and 
minimal punctuation in bullet pointed lists. 
 
Overall the writing is more typical of high level 3 performance. 
 

An advertisement: óGoogles 4 Fishô 
 
An independent piece of writing where children were given an open choice for writing 
an advertisement. The class had previously worked on the main features of a variety 
of advertisements in shared writing sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


