
This writing file contains a range of 
pieces of writing that demonstrate 
the child is working overall at a low 
Level 5 of the National Curriculum: 
 
Level 5c 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Biography of a pirate 

As part of a class unit on biographical writing, children were asked to invent a 

fictitious pirate and create a biography of the pirate's life, focusing on chronological 

events from birth to death. Harry completed this piece of writing independently.  

Assessment summary  
 
In this piece, Harry maintains the purpose consistently and the text is mostly 
developed appropriately for the form of a biography, though more detail could have 
been included in some sections. The structure is clear and straightforward, supported 
by paragraphs and these are linked by use of connectives, not always successfully. 
There is some variety in the sentence structure through use of connectives (ówhenô, 
óasô, óalthoughô), relative pronouns (ówhoô) and non-finite clauses (óbrought up byéô) 
but it is not consistently supported by accurate punctuation. Vocabulary is both 
inventive and used with some precision (óambushedô, ópiracyô, óinvadedô, óbeheadedô). 
Spelling is generally accurate, with a few plausible errors.  
 
Overall, this response meets some of the criteria for level 5 with some exceptions, 
where the evidence suggests level 4. 
 
 
 
 
 



Should zoos be allowed? ï two sides of the argument  
 
Prior to this writing, the class had been studying persuasive texts, which included 
watching a presentation detailing arguments for and against zoos. They were given a 
homework task to research some of the issues further. This was followed up with a 
speaking and listening session, where children were asked to prepare an argument 
in role. Children were then given some planning time and support with structuring 
their writing. Harry wrote this piece using his notes from the speaking and listening 
activity. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment summary  
 

Harry shows that he can use paragraphs to structure a whole text and with support, 
create some effective links both between paragraphs (óFurthermoreéô) and within 
paragraphs (óIn the wildéô; óIn zoosô). There is evidence of some adaptation to 
purpose in sentence structures and choice of language, and the ideas are mostly 
developed appropriately for an argumentative piece. The sentences are reasonably 
varied and a range of connectives (óon the other handô; ómeanwhileô) is used to clarify 
links between them or contrast different ideas in the argument. Punctuation to mark 
sentences is mostly secure with some use of other punctuation (apostrophe, comma, 
colon), though there are lapses, and the choice of vocabulary is generally appropriate 
to purpose and task, with use of subject-specific language (óspeciesô, óextinctionô, 
óendangeredô).  
 
In this response, Harry has fulfilled some of the criteria for level 5. There is more 
secure evidence of attainment at level 5, with the use of rhetorical questions (óWhy 
should animals have toé?ô) and some range of verb forms (óare constantly switchedô; 
ómight be able to stopô). At whole-text level, however, there is some reliance on the 
support provided with structure and on key phrases, for example óIt could be arguedô 
to manage the development of ideas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter home ï cross-curricular writing explaining 
filtration  
 

The class had been to the theatre to watch a production of The Little Prince. At the 

same time they were studying filtration as part of the science unit on separating 
materials. The teacher provided a cross-curricular writing opportunity by asking the 
children to write a letter home detailing how filtration had helped save someoneôs life, 
in the style of the main character in The Little Prince. He is a typical óEnglish 

gentlemanô and the story is set somewhere around the 1950s. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Assessment summary  
 
Harry tries to sustain a convincing voice, ranging from dispassionate scientist to 
Victorian father, in what is quite a difficult task to manage. The form of a letter is 
maintained and there is an attempt to incorporate relevant, vivid detail. Harry uses a 
range of sentence structures and types, including some more colloquial structures, 
appropriate to a personal letter. Syntax and punctuation are generally accurate, 
though there are lapses in places (óHow is Silas doing Septimus, too?ô), with 
evidence of both comma splicing and commas omitted. The letter is organised into 
paragraphs and there is some linking of ideas within sections.  
 
The demands of this task are quite complex and although Harry has grasped the 
context and adopted a role quite successfully, the scientific understanding 
demonstrated is not secure. Nevertheless, in terms of writing skills, there is evidence 
that some of the level 5 criteria are being fulfilled. 
 

Newspaper report about a robbery  
 
At the end of a unit of work on journalistic writing, children were asked to write their 
own report based on an imagined robbery. 
 

 
 
 


