This writing file contains a range of
pieces of writing that demonstrate
the child is working overall at a low
Level 5 of the National Curriculum:

Level 5¢



Biography of a pirate

As part of a class unit on biographical writing, children were asked to invent a
fictitious pirate and create a biography of the pirate's life, focusing on chronological
events from birth to death. Harry completed this piece of writing independently.
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Assessment summary

In this piece, Harry maintains the purpose consistently and the text is mostly

developed appropriately for the form of a biography, though more detail could have

been included in some sections. The structure is clear and straightforward, supported

by paragraphs and these are linked by use of connectives, not always successfully.

There is some variety in the sentence structur
6asd, O6althougho6), rel dtiinid eprcdmawtres ((dOvwhod)g ha
but it is not consistently supported by accurate punctuation. Vocabulary is both

inventive and used with some precision (6ambus
Spelling is generally accurate, with a few plausible errors.

Overall, this response meets some of the criteria for level 5 with some exceptions,
where the evidence suggests level 4.



Should zoos be allowed? i two sides of the argument

Prior to this writing, the class had been studying persuasive texts, which included
watching a presentation detailing arguments for and against zoos. They were given a
homework task to research some of the issues further. This was followed up with a
speaking and listening session, where children were asked to prepare an argument
in role. Children were then given some planning time and support with structuring

their writing. Harry wrote this piece using his notes from the speaking and listening

activity.
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Should zoos be allowed?

In todays world some people think zoos are over-rated and out of date. So
I am asking the question do we really need zoos?

Zoos today stop animals from becoming extinct through breeding them in
captivity. Some people think this is wrong because animals should be free.
However it does help stop species of animals from disappearing. Zoos
provide animals with food and shelter which many do not get in the wild
and they also look after the animals and their young well. Zoos enable
children to learn about animals and why it is important to save them from
extinction.

Furthermore some zoos work extremely hard to find members of the
animals family: mother, father brother etc, so that they don't feel scared of
their new habitat. In the wild an extra-ordinary animal such as the panda
has to leave one of their children to die if they have beautiful twins. In
Z00s young animals are constantly switched so that each one gets to be
with their mother or father. Keeping animals in zoos helps scientists to
figure out more about a particular species, because of zoos we can look
after endangered animals who might die out.

On the other hand it could be argued that it is wrong to take animals away
from their natural habitat. If we ban zoos we might be able to stop the
disease, known as zoochosis. This is caused by animals being bored or
unhappy in their prison like state. Do you want to see these rare, extra-
ordinary animals locked up. Members of the public often say that these
beautiful creatures are wrongly imprisoned for humans to look at and
should be allowed to live natural lives. Other people think that it is cruel to
make animals travel so far away, there are protests about this issue daily.
Mevertheless it is still done throughout the UK and other parts of the world.
And it is true that these lovely creatures can be under developed because
they are kept in prison like conditions.

It could be argued both peints are valid. Why should animals have to
entertain us human beings for pleasure? On the other hand, if we didn't
have zoos some of these magnificent animals would die out forever, What
do you think, should zoos be allowed?
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Assessment summary

Harry shows that he can use paragraphs to structure a whole text and with support,

create some effective links bothbetwee n paragraphs (6Furthermoreéd
paragraphs (61 n the wil déosoméddaptatomto sé6) . Ther e
purpose in sentence structures and choice of language, and the ideas are mostly

developed appropriately for an argumentative piece. The sentences are reasonably

varied and a range of connectives todaofpy t he ot h
links between them or contrast different ideas in the argument. Punctuation to mark

sentences is mostly secure with some use of other punctuation (apostrophe, comma,

colon), though there are lapses, and the choice of vocabulary is generally appropriate

to purpose and task, with use of subject-s peci fi ¢ | anguage (O06speciesbd
6endangered6) .

In this response, Harry has fulfilled some of the criteria for level 5. There is more

secure evidence of attainment atlevel5, wi th the use of rhetorical

should animals have toé?6) and some range of v
O6mi ght be abl e -texblevsl,thovpver)there s someielariceon the

support provided with structure and on key phr
to manage the development of ideas.



Letter home i cross-curricular writing explaining

filtration

The class had been to the theatre to watch a production of The Little Prince. At the
same time they were studying filtration as part of the science unit on separating

materials. The teacher provided a cross-curricular writing opportunity by asking the
childrent o
in the style of the main character in The Little Prince.
gentl emanéo
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A letter home to your wife

Dear Sophia,

How are you? I am writing this letter to inform you about what
happened yesterday. I'm not hurt in case you're thinking that.

1 was soaring 35,000 fest in the air, having the time of my life then
the dreaded engine cut out and I was left hurtling to my demise. 1
hit the eject button, While I was gently floating down I noticed I was
going to crash in a desolate wasteland. I had brought enough
provisions to last me a couple of days.

Soon after I came to an old abandoned railroad. I hoped it would
lead to civilisation but no it only led to a small dirty river. I knew I
was going to die in such immense heat if I did not have any water.
My only hope was to make the water cleaner but how?

Luckily I had brought with me some newspaper, a sieve and a cup
help me on my conquest to make the water drinkable.

First I took a glass of muddy water, secondly I put the sieve over the
other cup and put the muddy water inside. Next I took my
newspaper and folded it into a sublime cone. Subsequently I poured
the slightly less muddy water into the cone, after that I had to wait
for the water to drip through the newspaper into the cup. With that
my life was saved!

Soon after that a camel came past, I jumped on its back and it
strolled along the sand until we reached Cairo. I bid the camel
farewell and went on to find hospitality. I came to a small family who
let me stay in their hut.

I 50 long to see my beautiful flawless wife so much, every moment I
think of you. I am coming back soon to greet you with a special gift.
How is Silas doing Septimus, too? I want to hear the boys are well
and have made new friends.

Your eyes are sparkling crystal pools of blue and I shall see you soon
my love bird.

Yours Lovingly

Galen

v

p.s Tell the boys I love them and all is fine.

p.p.s my gift will be something beyond your wildest dreams
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Assessment summary

Harry tries to sustain a convincing voice, ranging from dispassionate scientist to
Victorian father, in what is quite a difficult task to manage. The form of a letter is
maintained and there is an attempt to incorporate relevant, vivid detail. Harry uses a
range of sentence structures and types, including some more colloquial structures,
appropriate to a personal letter. Syntax and punctuation are generally accurate,
though there are | apses in places (O6How
evidence of both comma splicing and commas omitted. The letter is organised into
paragraphs and there is some linking of ideas within sections.

The demands of this task are quite complex and although Harry has grasped the
context and adopted a role quite successfully, the scientific understanding

demonstrated is not secure. Nevertheless, in terms of writing skills, there is evidence
that some of the level 5 criteria are being fulfilled.

Newspaper report about a robbery

At the end of a unit of work on journalistic writing, children were asked to write their
own report based on an imagined robbery.
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