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MEETING WITH PARENTS – THURSDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
 
The meeting was attended by more than 100 parents (we almost ran out of chairs) who were greeted on arrival by 
FoB serving wine and soft drinks.  The agenda for the evening included: 
 

¶ The Creative Curriculum 

¶ Able, Gifted and Talented 

¶ Setting 

¶ The New Literacy Framework 

¶ The New Mathematics Framework 

¶ 11+ 

¶ Finance 

¶ Questions and Answers 
 
Pattie Beresford, Chairman of Governors, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked FoB for providing the 
refreshments.  The first speaker was Mrs Whittington who spoke and gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 
Creative Curriculum; Able, Gifted & Talented and Setting. 
 
1. The Creative Curriculum 
 
 The presentation covered all aspects of this new initiative which is not statutory but highly recommended 

for all schools to work towards.  The areas covered were: 
 
 What is creativity? 
 Why is creativity so important? 
 How can you spot creativity? 
 How can we, as teachers promote creativity? 
 
 This initiative will enhance but not replace the teaching of the core subjects of the National Curriculum. 
 
 The PowerPoint presentation in its entirety can be found on the school website.   
 
2. Able, Gifted and Talented (AGT) 
 
 Mrs Whittington outlined how this initiative to challenge those pupils identified as Able, Gifted and Talented 

would be introduced at Burford and the roles that the school, teachers, governors, parents and pupils 
would play.  AGT co-ordinators for both Key Stages have been appointed (KS1 ï Miss Becci Hughes, KS2 
ï Mrs Lucy Platt [we will be appointing another member of staff to cover this role during Mrs Plattôs 
maternity leave]). 

 The strategies identified to meet the needs of Able children would include: 
 

¶ Ability grouping 

¶ Differentiation 

¶ Enrichment 

¶ Extra curricular activities 

¶ Questioning 
 
 The PowerPoint presentation in its entirety can be found on the school website.   
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3. Setting 
 
 Setting will now take place in years 2 to 6 for mathematics.  This will enable children to work in a group 

with other children of similar ability whilst giving them the support and challenge that they need. 
 
 
4. The impact of the new Primary Framework for Literacy and Mathematics on Learning and Teaching 
 
 Mrs Williams outlined how these new statutory initiatives would be implemented at Burford. 
 
 For mathematics this would include the integration of speaking & listening, work being planned in units of 2 

to 3 weeks, emphasis on working from where children are (as opposed to where they should be for the 
year group they are in), emphasis on using and applying and the integration of ICT. 

 
 For literacy this would include work being planned in units of 3 to 4 weeks, units following a progression of 

skills, integration of speaking & listening and the integration of ICT.  Again the emphasis will be on working 
from where children are (as above).  Children in KS1 will follow a Guided Reading Cycle of five elements: 
guided reading group, reading journal, reading for pleasure, group reading and one other element 
(possibly a comprehension task). 

 
 The PowerPoint presentation in its entirety can be found on the school website.   
  
5. 11+ 
 
 Mrs Salter and Mr Vyner gave a very informative and entertaining presentation on the 11+ process.  

Parents are invited into school when their children are in year 5 to hear about the process but we felt it 
would be of interest to all parents.  Parents and children are given all the guidance, help and advice that 
the school is permitted to give as a state school, ie. 3 practice papers (they are not permitted to give more 
practice papers than this). 

 
6. Finance 
 
 Mrs Sam Kelly, vice-chairman of the governing body Finance Committee gave an overview of the school 

budget.  The budget is very tight, our budget share from County has not increased at the same rate as 
staff salaries and almost everything else has gone up in price.  This was why the governing body had 
decided to introduce the gift aid scheme.  Many parents were unhappy with the tone of the letter inviting 
them to participate and would have appreciated some more background information and an idea of how 
their donations would be used.  The governing body will have a re-think and get back to parents soon. 

 
7. Questions & Answers 
 
 11+ 
 It was felt that all the questions that had been raised by parents on this issue had been dealt with during 

the presentation by Mrs Salter and Mr Vyner and the discussion that followed. 
 
 Helping your children at home 
 In response to a question on how parents can help their children at home, Mrs Williams announced that a 

leaflet will be going out to all parents shortly with advice and guidance on how to help their children with 
the new mathematics framework.  Mrs Salter advised that parents should use real life situations to help 
their children, i.e. a trip to B&Q to buy tiles could be used as an impromptu maths lesson.  Parents are also 
encouraged to share books and any other reading material (cereal packets to newspapers) with their 
children on a daily basis. 

 
 Free fruit and vegetables scheme 
  
 A parent had asked whether the fruit from this scheme could be offered to KS2 children as well.  Mrs 

Beresford replied that this fruit is paid for by the government and is only provided for children between the 
ages of 4 and 6 (and any other children in their class).  The leftover fruit (if there is any) is often used 
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throughout the school in a variety of ways, i.e., DT lessons in year 5, but it can be awkward to offer the 
leftover fruit to a KS2 class if there is not enough for everyone to have a piece.  Parents of all children are 
encouraged to send in a fruit or vegetable snack with their children and this should be in a named 
container or bag. 

 
 Termly/weekly plan for Reception children 
 
 There will be a meeting for all Reception parents/carers on the afternoon of 2 October to give them more 

information on what their children will be learning and how they can best support them at home.  A parent 
queried whether the afternoon was the best time for such a session and Mrs Whittington replied that it did 
seem more parents attended such an event when it was held during the school day.  Parents may bring 
their children with them if they could not find an alternative. 

 
 Payment for school trips 
 
 Pattie Beresford confirmed that school trips had never been subsidised.  It would not be possible for trips 

to be paid for on a monthly payment basis as the administration of such a scheme would be too difficult.  It 
should be possible for guidance to be given at the start of each new school year/term as to the cost of trips 
(based on the previous year figures).  Cases of financial hardship would always be considered. 

 
 Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) 
 
 This is now Helen Carter. 
 
 Continuity in year 5 and teachers leaving 
 
 The teachers who are leaving Burford at Christmas are all going for positive reasons, promotion, 

pregnancy and retirement and we wish them well.  They will be missed.   We will be recruiting 
experienced, permanent teachers for the vacancies created who will bring new ideas and enthusiasms 
with them. 

 
 Personalised learning 
 
 All children with special educational needs have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) which is reviewed with 

their parents on a regular basis.  We are moving towards a personalised learning system for all children. 
 
 Extended services 
 

This is a subject that the governing body will be looking at closely over the next year or so.  Governing 
bodies must consult widely with the local authority, parents, pupils and the community. 

 
Every school will have to offer access to extended services by 2010.  Primary schools must provide 
access to high-quality childcare combined with a varied menu of activities to enhance achievement and 
broaden interests, 8am to 6pm, five days a week, 48 weeks a year, in accordance with their communitiesô 
needs. 

 
Services on offer must meet local needs; not duplicate existing good quality provision; be reliable; be 
attractive to users and not increase teachersô workload. 
 
There are 5 different delivery models from providing the whole range of services on site to access only - 
where a school provides information about a service and help with access, but neither hosts nor provides 
it. 
 

At the end of the question and answer session, Pattie Beresford asked parents to be patient when news emerges 
about staff movements or new initiatives.  The school and governing body must be allowed to consider a situation 
fully and plan their course of action before informing parents.  This would be done as quickly as possible. 
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Pattie Beresford then spoke about her decision to stand down as chairman of the governing body with effect from 
the full governing body meeting on 1 October 2007, and that Leanda Robson had been nominated to take over the 
role from that date. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 
 
Leanda Robson/25.09.07  


